THE KING WILLS IT

of passion had not come to interrupt his private life
(which is an unreasonable supposition) it is possible
that in time he would have found a way of bringing his
conceptions into line with the spirit of the people. But,
as this record of his career has shown at many points,
he was too original and too independent. Those qualities
endeared him as Prince of Wales. They were bound
to prove dangerous to a King reigning in the year 1936.

Prince Edward is still greatly to be honoured. He
frustrated those who were eager for a fight over his
marriage to serve their own political purposes. \Ye
may regard that as not the least of his services to the
country. He is to be honoured, too, for the way in
which he turned to his family at the critical moment.
And how exemplary was that family throughout the
anxious time! King Edward knew that he could seek
disinterested counsel of his brothers. He knew that
no rivalry would be stirred up among them. Many
remembered again the occasion when the four brothers
stood on guard in Westminster Hall at the four corners
of King George the Fifth's coffin. At that moment
they were in honour and affection bound. And so
they were at the close of King Edward the Eighth's reign.

Queen Mary's sympathetic counsel was another
invaluable factor at this time of stress. Her anguish
could only be dimly realized by the public. None
suffered more than she did. It was that suffering which
constrained her to send a message to the nation and
Empire. These were her poignant and courageous words :

Marlborottgh House ^ S.W.T..
To the People of this Nation and Empire.

I have been so deeply touched by the sympathy which
has surrounded me at this time of anxiety that I must send
a message of gratitude from the depth of my heart.

The sympathy and affection which sustained me in my
great sorrow less than a year ago have not failed me now> and
are once again my strength and stay.
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